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14th Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2026 – 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 
Our Mission:  To Nurture Our Members and Feed Our Neighbors 

http://www.graceparish.org/
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8:00 a.m. The Holy Eucharist: Rite One 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

The Word of God 

Opening Acclamation  BCP 323 

The Collect for Purity  BCP 323 

Kyrie eleison  BCP 324 

The Collect of the Day  

Lord of all power and might, who art the author and giver of all good things: 
Graft in our hearts the love of thy Name, increase in us true religion, nourish 
us with all goodness, and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 15: 15-21 Page 6  

Psalm: 26: 1-8 BCP 616 

The Epistle: Romans 12: 9-21 Page 8 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 16: 21-28 Page 9  

The Sermon:    The Rev. Christopher D. Hofer 

The Nicene Creed   BCP 326 

The Prayers of the People   Page 10 

The Confession of Sin   BCP 330  

Comfortable Words   BCP 332 
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The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And with thy spirit. 

Prayers Commemorating Special Occasions 

Announcements 

Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer  BCP 333 

The Lord's Prayer  BCP 336 

The Breaking of the Bread  BCP 337 

Agnus Dei  BCP 337 

Prayer of Humble Access  BCP 337 

The Distribution: All are welcome to come forward to the Table. 

Post Communion Prayer  BCP 339 

The Blessing 

The Dismissal  BCP 366 

 
 

Please turn to page 19 for information about today’s scripture readings 
and other important announcements. 
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Holy Eucharist – Rite Two 
10:00 a.m. 

 
Prelude:                                                                            
Ringing of the Church Bell 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
Processional Hymn No.379 “God is love, let Heaven adore him”  
 Abbot’s Leigh                                                     
 
Liturgy of the Word 
 
Celebrant:   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Song of Praise: “We Have Come Into His House” Bruce Ballinger 
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Celebrant: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you.                                                                                  
Celebrant:  Let us pray.           
 
Please kneel as you are able.  
                                   

The Collect (Celebrant): Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of 
all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true 
religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 Lector: A reading from the book of Jeremiah 

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down 
retribution for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I 
suffer insult. 

Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a 
joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, 
O LORD, God of hosts. 

I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the 
weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with 
indignation. 

Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? 

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 

Therefore, thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, 
and you shall stand before me. 
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If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as 
my mouth. 

It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 

And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will 
fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with 
you 
to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. 

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the 
grasp of the ruthless. 

 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                  
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 Psalm No. 26: 1-8 

1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, 
for I have lived with integrity; * 
I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

2 Test me, O LORD, and try me; * 
examine my heart and my mind. 

3 For your love is before my eyes; * 
I have walked faithfully with you. 

4 I have not sat with the worthless, * 
nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

5 I have hated the company of evildoers; * 
I will not sit down with the wicked. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, * 
that I may go in procession round your altar, 

7 Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving * 
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 



8 

 

8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell * 
and the place where your glory abides. 

Second Lesson: Romans 12:9-21 

Lector: A reading from the letter from Paul to the church in Rome.  

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do 
not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to 
be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought 
for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they 
are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap 
burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                   
People:  Thanks be to God                                                                                  

Gradual Hymn No. 577.  “God is love”        Ubi Critas 
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
  According to Matthew. 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must 
never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world 
but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the 
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Please be seated and the instructions of the preacher. 

 

Sermon:  The Rev. Christopher D. Hofer 
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Please stand, as you are able.  

The Nicene Creed         

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                         
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.        

Please kneel, as you are able 

Prayers of the People for the Shared Ministries  
of Ashland and Richland Counties  

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost — August 30, 2026 

Celebrant:  Merciful God, judge our hearts with your mercy and teach us to 
see Christ in every neighbor, especially those most in need. Amen. 
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Intercessor:  For the Church called to show mercy, remembering Sean our 
Presiding Bishop, Anne our Bishop, Christopher our 
Priest-in-Charge, Daniel, Grace's Priest Associate and David, 
Grace's Rector Emeritus; empower them and our congregations to 
treat the least among us as if serving Christ himself, with dignity 
and compassion. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For those entrusted with governance: Donald our President, Mike 
our Governor, Matt, Mayor of Ashland, and Jodie, Mayor of 
Mansfield; soften hearts hardened by indifference and grant 
courage to enact policies that protect and uplift the marginalized. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For the welfare of the world: for refugees, those displaced by 
climate change, victims of violence, and communities burdened by 
injustice; bring protection, humanitarian aid, and pathways to 
safety and stability. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For our local outreach: for Grace Church and Pantry, St. 
Matthew’s, the Shared Ministries, and partner agencies; bless their 
practical service—food distribution, pastoral care, advocacy—and 
renew volunteers and donors for sustained ministry. Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For those who are suffering now. (A brief silence is kept for names 
spoken silently or aloud.) Grant them relief, dignity, and the 
presence of compassionate neighbors. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For those who have died. (A brief silence is kept for names spoken 
silently or aloud.) Grant them rest and bring consolation to 
grieving families. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Celebrant:  O God of grace, instill in us an abiding concern for the least 
among us, that our love reflect your mercy; through Jesus Christ 
our Judge and Savior. Amen. 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

A moment of silence for reflection follows. 
 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand, as you are able.  
 
Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                      
People:  And also with you.                                                                                     

Prayers Commemorating Special Occasions 
Announcements 
Offertory Sentence 
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The Liturgy of the Table 

 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you.  Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
(The Celebrant says the proper preface.) 
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Therefore we praise you; joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 

 

Please kneel, as you are able.  
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
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Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and have it to his disciples and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with the blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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the first born of all creation, the head of the Church and the author of our 
salvation. 
 
By him, and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory be yours.  Almighty Father, now and forever.  
 

 

 
Please kneel, as you are able. 
 
Officiant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say    
                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread:  
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Please be seated. 

All persons are invited to join us at the Lord’s Table.  
 
If you need gluten free hosts, please speak with the clergy. 
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Communion Hymn No. 439: “What wonderous love is this”   Wonderous Love                                      
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Please kneel, as you are able. 
 
Celebrant and People: 

 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Blessing: 
As fields ripen and kitchens overflow, give thanks that the One who provides 
walks with you; share your bounty and remember Christ’s constant 
companionship. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, be fed and be sent. Amen. 
 
Please stand, as you are able.  
 
Recessional Hymn No. 450: “All hail the power of Jesus name”      Coronation 
 
Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: 
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 From the Desk of Father Christopher  

Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church and Pantry 

Beginning with today’s Gospel reading, the ministry of Jesus is directed toward 
his approaching death and resurrection and his preparing the disciples for 
that event. Peter, who moments before expressed his faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah, now recoils at the thought of Jesus’ death. Jesus begins to explain that 
the way into the Kingdom of God is sacrifice. His death and resurrection will 
be the model for that way.  

 Jeremiah’s reflection upon his experience of rejection and persecution, his 
hope of redemption through God’s love, is read today as foreshadowing Jesus’ 
greater work. 

 Today’s passage from the Epistle to the Romans deals with the characteristics 
of Christian living. Note that we are called to love each other and to recognize 
that our lives are completely bound up in the lives of our brothers and sisters. 

 In the Eucharist, we find both of the scriptural themes for today. We are given 
many and varied ways of ministering and the Eucharist is a model of our 
ministry in caring for others and the world. In the Eucharist, by remembering 
Christ’s dying and rising, we become participants in God’s redemptive action. 
Our own lives are filled with meaning because we share in his life, death, and 
resurrection 
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Vestry 
Jenny Blue – Senior Warden   Deb Landin - Junior Warden    

 Joanne Mudra– Clerk   Larry Von Blon – Treasurer                
Betty Diemer, Rita Glaser, Matt Moser Miller,  

 Stephen Myers, Ann Stump, Jason Whitehead  
               

 
Grace Church Prayer List  

 Charis Bower, Curtis Carter, Diane Carter, Ron Clinage, Philip Crane, Jeanette Dickerson, 
Michael Diemer, Zach Diemer, Ellen Gleason, Gabe Godwin,  Pamela Henney, Deja-Naya Jones, 
Ron Lemmon, Brenda McGregor, Lavina Messimer, Larry Oakley, Carol Palland, Logan Prater, 
Richard Rohm, Sally Rohm, Ned Segelken, Bob Smart, Nancy Smith, Paris Stewart, Jake Tyler, 

Paige Waeiss, Charlene Weishaupt, Sabrina West, Jim Wilson, 
 Priscilla Wilson 

Serving This Week 
 

8:00 a.m.  10:00 a.m. 
Acolyte:  Tabitha Reed 
 Saoirse Dove 
  
Lectors:  Terri Winnick Karen Davis  
 Rita Glaser Marcia Gagich 
 
Chalice Bearers: Deb Landin Marcia Gagich 
  David Harmon 

 
Altar Guild:  Rita Glaser Karen Davis 
 Holly Carter Carol Burton 
   
Counters:   Joanne Mudra 
  Rita Glaser 
Celebrant and Preacher:  Father Hofer 
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This Week at Grace 
 

Sunday:  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
  9:15 a.m. – Christian Formation  

Monday:  Office Closed 
Tuesday: 9:30 a.m. – Yoga 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 
   6:00 p.m. - Book Club  
Wednesday:   9:00 a.m. – Healing Mass 

10:00 a.m. – Food Truck 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 

11:00 a.m. – Pantry set up 
Thursday: 9 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - Food Pantry 
  9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Kitchen and Bath Pantry 
Friday:  Office Closed 
  Bible Study - Noon 
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NOTE: 

If you have items for the Kitchen and Bath Pantry please put them in my 
office.  Thanks, Pam Armstrong 

 

 

Greater Grace — Kitchen & Bath Pantry 

First Christian Church and Grace Episcopal are partnering to open a Kitchen 
& Bath Pantry at First Christian to serve Grace Food Pantry clients. Items 
needed (gently used): pots, pans, toasters, crockpots, skillets, dishes, glasses, 
silverware, dish rags, kitchen towels, bath towels, washcloths. Crafters: pot 
holders and dish rags welcome. Volunteers needed. Donate: Drop off at First 
Christian Fellowship Hall (rear, off Dickson Ave) Thursdays, 9–11 AM, 
beginning April 25. Pantry hours: First & third Thursdays, 9–11 AM, beginning 
May 7 (shoppers enter via Bowman St.). From May, donations may be left at 
the Bowman St. door during pantry hours. Questions/volunteer sign-up: 
Deacon Beth Weisbrod, 614.333.9647. 
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What we need: Marchers for the Sidewalk Parade (of all ages), volunteers for 
the St. Matthew’s Booth at the Festival from 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
     Participating in the Ashland Pride Festival gives us the opportunity to show 
our support for inclusivity and love in our community. By marching and 
exhibiting, we demonstrate St. Matthew’s commitment to welcoming all people 
and affirming their dignity. Our presence at the festival also helps build bridges, 
foster understanding, and encourage meaningful conversations with neighbors 
and visitors.  
     A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board. Sign-up to set-up, march, work the 
table, and clean-up. 
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Fr. Christopher Hofer’s On-site Office Hours 

 
Mondays (@ St. Matthews) 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Thursdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
Kindly refrain from contacting Fr. Christopher from 8:00 p.m. on Thursday evening until 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning each week, as this period is designated as his Sabbath time 
of rest. Please also avoid texting or calling between 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. In the event of a 

pastoral emergency, please promptly text or call him at 516.456.9420.  
 

Fr. Christopher D. Hofer, Priest-in-Charge 
419.281.1420 (St. Matthews) - 419.524.2661 (Grace) 

516.456.9420 (Cell) – fatherhofer@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Daniel Orr, Priest Associate and Pantry Director 
419.347.7701 (St. Mark’s, Shelby) – 419.377.2733 (Cell) 

danielorr@zoho.com 
 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under  
ONE LICENSE #A-738300. All rights reserved. 


