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8:00 a.m. The Holy Eucharist: Rite One 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

The Word of God 

Opening Acclamation  BCP 323 

The Collect for Purity  BCP 323 

Kyrie eleison  BCP 324 

The Collect of the Day  

Grant us, O Lord, we pray thee, to trust in thee with all our heart; seeing that, 
as thou dost alway resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so thou 
dost not forsake those who make their boast of thy mercy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Lessons 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 33: 7-11 Page 6  

Psalm: 119: 33-40 BCP 766 

The Epistle: Romans 13: 8-14 Page 7 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 18: 15-20 Page 9  

The Sermon:    The Rev. Christopher D. Hofer 

The Nicene Creed   BCP 326 

The Prayers of the People   Page 11 

The Confession of Sin   BCP 330  

Comfortable Words   BCP 332 

 



3 

 

 

 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And with thy spirit. 

Prayers Commemorating Special Occasions 

Announcements 

Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer  BCP 333 

The Lord's Prayer  BCP 336 

The Breaking of the Bread  BCP 337 

Agnus Dei  BCP 337 

Prayer of Humble Access  BCP 337 

The Distribution: All are welcome to come forward to the Table. 

Post Communion Prayer  BCP 339 

The Blessing 

The Dismissal  BCP 366 

 
 

Please turn to page 20 for information about today’s scripture readings 
and other important announcements. 
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Holy Eucharist – Rite Two 

10:00 a.m. 
 
Prelude:                                                                            
Ringing of the Church Bell 
 
Please stand as you are able. 

 
Processional Hymn No.174 “At the Lamb’s high feast we sing”        Salzburg 
 
Liturgy of the Word 
 
Celebrant:   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise: “We Have Come Into His House” Bruce Ballinger 
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Celebrant: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you.                                                                                  
Celebrant:  Let us pray.           
 
Please kneel as you are able.  
                                   
The Collect (Celebrant): Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; 
for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength, so you 
never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever.  Amen 
Please be seated 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 33:7-11 

 Lector: A reading from the Prophet  Ezekiel 

You, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say 
to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak 
to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 
iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the 
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of 
them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 



7 

 

 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                  
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 Psalm.119:33-40 

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 

36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 

in your righteousness preserve my life 

Second Lesson: Romans 13:8-14 

Lector: A reading from the letter from Paul to the church in Rome.  

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
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neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably 
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                   
People:  Thanks be to God                                                                                  

Gradual Hymn No. 74.  “Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love”  LEVAS 
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The Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
  According to Matthew. 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to 
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you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two 
of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them.” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

Please be seated and the instructions of the preacher. 

 

Sermon:  The Rev. Christopher D. Hofer 
 

Please stand, as you are able.  

The Nicene Creed         

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
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he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                         
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.        

Please kneel, as you are able 

Prayers of the People for the Shared Ministries  
of Ashland and Richland Counties  

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost — September 6, 2026 

Celebrant:  God of all wisdom, grant us courage to follow Jesus without 
reserve, to love our neighbors sacrificially, and to trust in your 
constant presence to the end of the age. Amen. 

Intercessor:  For the Church called to radical love, remembering Sean our 
Presiding Bishop, Anne our Bishop, Christopher our 
Priest-in-Charge, Daniel, Grace's Priest Associate and David, 
Grace's Rector Emeritus; may their teaching and example inspire 
our congregations to costly generosity, hospitality, and faithful 
witness to Christ’s presence. Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For those who lead in public life: Donald our President, Mike our 
Governor, Matt, Mayor of Ashland, and Jodie, Mayor of 
Mansfield; grant them integrity, compassion, and the humility to 
serve rather than be served. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor:  For the welfare of the world: for peace between nations, 
reconciliation within communities, relief for those suffering famine 
or disaster, and the conversion of hearts toward justice and mercy. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For local outreach: for St. Matthew’s, Grace Church and Pantry, 
the Shared Ministries of Ashland and Richland Counties, and every 
ministry of care in our towns; enlarge their reach, bless volunteers, 
and let those they serve know the nearness of Christ. Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For those who are sick, lonely, or in any trouble. Charis Bower, 
Curtis Carter, Ron Clinage, Phillip Crane, Jeanette Dickerson. (A 
brief silence is kept for names spoken silently or aloud.) Visit them 
with healing, courage, and the support of this community. Lord, 
hear our prayer. 

Intercessor:  For those who have died. Ronald L. Zahn, Marie L. Zerby, Everett 
M. Ziegler, Jenrietta Ziegler, Roger Ziegler. (A brief silence is kept 
for names spoken silently or aloud.) Bring them into your eternal 
peace, and comfort all who remember them. Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

Celebrant:  Ever-present God, you promised, “I am with you always.” Keep us 
mindful of your presence, strengthen us for the work you set 
before us, and bring us with all your saints into your eternal peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

A moment of silence for reflection follows. 
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People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Please stand, as you are able.  
 
Celebrant  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                      
People:  And also with you.                                                                                     

Prayers Commemorating Special Occasions 
Announcements 
Offertory Sentence 
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The Liturgy of the Table 

 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you.  Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
(The Celebrant says the proper preface.) 
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Therefore we praise you; joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 

 

Please kneel, as you are able.  
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 
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Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and have it to his disciples and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
We remember his death 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all, 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they 
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 
through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, put all 
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with the blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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the first born of all creation, the head of the Church and the author of our 
salvation. 
 
By him, and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 
glory be yours.  Almighty Father, now and forever.  
 

 

 
Please kneel, as you are able. 
 
Officiant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say    
                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 
The Breaking of the Bread:  
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Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Please be seated. 

All persons are invited to join us at the Lord’s Table.  
 
If you need gluten free hosts, please speak with the clergy. 
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Communion Hymn No. 333: “Now the silence”                                         
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Please kneel, as you are able. 
 
Celebrant and People: 

 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Blessing: 
May the peace of Christ, who promises to be with you to the end of the age, 
reconcile hearts, heal relations, and send you as instruments of God’s peace. 
The blessing of the triune God — Source, Savior, and Sustaining Spirit — 
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Please stand, as you are able.  
 
Recessional Hymn No. 376: “Joyful joyful; we adore thee.”    Hymn to Joy 
 
Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: 
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 From the Desk of Father Christopher  

Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church and Pantry 

 We now reach a section of Matthew’s Gospel in which Jesus teaches about 
God’s way of dealing with humanity: namely, forgiveness. Today’s reading 
is primarily concerned with the Church’s role as the agent of forgiveness. Even 
when a member of the Church is unrepentant, the Church is not to give up on 
that person easily. We are to make every effort to move the sinner to repent 
and accept the forgiveness of God, which Jesus has commissioned the Church 
to offer. 

 In the first reading, the prophet Ezekiel is commissioned to warn the people 
of the need to repent. The central message is that God has no desire to 
condemn; God’s deepest desire is to forgive. 

Today’s passage from the Epistle to the Romans continues to deal with the 
characteristics of Christian living. We are to live in good relationships with all 
people, to respect the laws and authorities of human society, and above all to 
express love by mutual behavior based on God’s law. 

We gather as the People of God, having found in our relationship with God 
that he is our lover and our savior, not an angry or condemning judge. We find 
in our lives together as Church that we are not only the recipients of God’s 
love and forgiveness but also sent into the world as the instruments of that love 
and forgiveness to all people. 



21 

 

 

Vestry 
Jenny Blue – Senior Warden   Deb Landin - Junior Warden    

 Joanne Mudra– Clerk   Larry Von Blon – Treasurer                
Betty Diemer, Rita Glaser, Matt Moser Miller,  

 Stephen Myers, Ann Stump, Jason Whitehead  
               

 
Grace Church Prayer List  

 Charis Bower, Curtis Carter, Diane Carter, Ron Clinage, Philip Crane, Jeanette Dickerson, 
Michael Diemer, Zach Diemer, Ellen Gleason, Gabe Godwin,  Pamela Henney, Deja-Naya Jones, 
Ron Lemmon, Brenda McGregor, Lavina Messimer, Larry Oakley, Carol Palland, Logan Prater, 
Richard Rohm, Sally Rohm, Ned Segelken, Bob Smart, Nancy Smith, Paris Stewart, Jake Tyler, 

Paige Waeiss, Charlene Weishaupt, Sabrina West, Jim Wilson, 
 Priscilla Wilson 

 
Serving This Week 

 
8:00 a.m.  10:00 a.m. 

Acolyte:  Tabitha Reed 
 Saoirse Dove 
  
Lectors:  Lori Brubach Karen Davis  
 Rita Glaser Marcia Gagich 
 
Chalice Bearers: Gloria Harris Marcia Gagich 
  David Harmon 

 
Altar Guild:  Rita Glaser Marcia Gagich 
 Holly Carter Margaret Ransom 
   
Counters:   Jenny Blue 
  Rita Glaser 
Celebrant and Preacher:  Father Hofer 
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This Week at Grace 
 

Sunday:  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist 
  9:15 a.m. – Christian Formation  

Monday:  Office Closed 
  Happy Labor Day 
Tuesday: 9:30 a.m. – Yoga 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 
Wednesday:   9:00 a.m. – Healing Mass 

10:00 a.m. – Food Truck 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 

11:00 a.m. – Pantry set up 
Thursday: 9 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - Food Pantry 
  9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. – Kitchen and Bath Pantry 
  4:00 – 6:00 p.m. – Evening Pantry  
Friday:  Office Closed 
  Bible Study - Noon 

NOTE: 

If you have items for the Kitchen and Bath Pantry please put them in my 
office.  Thanks, Pam Armstrong 

Greater Grace — Kitchen & Bath Pantry 

First Christian Church and Grace Episcopal are partnering to open a Kitchen 
& Bath Pantry at First Christian to serve Grace Food Pantry clients. Items 
needed (gently used): pots, pans, toasters, crockpots, skillets, dishes, glasses, 
silverware, dish rags, kitchen towels, bath towels, washcloths. Crafters: pot 
holders and dish rags welcome. Volunteers needed. Donate: Drop off at First 
Christian Fellowship Hall (rear, off Dickson Ave) Thursdays, 9–11 AM, 
beginning April 25. Pantry hours: First & third Thursdays, 9–11 AM, beginning 
May 7 (shoppers enter via Bowman St.). From May, donations may be left at 
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the Bowman St. door during pantry hours. Questions/volunteer sign-up: 
Deacon Beth Weisbrod, 614.333.9647. 

 

 

The Flowers on the Altar 
Are given today by Dennis and Margaret Ransom 

In honor of 
Wonderful years of marriage 
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Fr. Christopher Hofer’s On-site Office Hours 

 
Mondays (@ St. Matthews) 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Thursdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
Kindly refrain from contacting Fr. Christopher from 8:00 p.m. on Thursday evening until 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning each week, as this period is designated as his Sabbath time 
of rest. Please also avoid texting or calling between 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. In the event of a 

pastoral emergency, please promptly text or call him at 516.456.9420.  
 

Fr. Christopher D. Hofer, Priest-in-Charge 
419.281.1420 (St. Matthews) - 419.524.2661 (Grace) 

516.456.9420 (Cell) – fatherhofer@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Daniel Orr, Priest Associate and Pantry Director 
419.347.7701 (St. Mark’s, Shelby) – 419.377.2733 (Cell) 

danielorr@zoho.com 
 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under  
ONE LICENSE #A-738300. All rights reserved. 


