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8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer: Rite II 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer 
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10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer: Rite Two  

 
Prelude: 
Ringing of the Church Bell 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Processional Hymn No. 390 “Praise to the Lord”                     Lobe den Herren 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
Officiant:   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Officiant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Song of Praise: “We Have Come Into His House” Bruce Ballinger 
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Officiant: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you.                                                                                  
Officiant:  Let us pray.           
 
Please kneel as you are able.  
                                   

The Collect (Officiant): O God, because without you we are not able to please 
you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

First Lesson: Genesis 50:15-21 

 Lector: A reading from the book of Genesis 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if 
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the 
wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ 
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, 
fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though 
you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself 
will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                  
People:  Thanks be to God.  
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 Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 

1 [Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 

2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, * 
and forget not all his benefits. 

3 He forgives all your sins * 
and heals all your infirmities; 

4 He redeems your life from the grave * 
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 

5 He satisfies you with good things, * 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 

6 The LORD executes righteousness * 
and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

7 He made his ways known to Moses * 
and his works to the children of Israel.] 

8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 He will not always accuse us, * 
nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

12 As far as the east is from the west, * 
so far has he removed our sins from us. 

13 As a father cares for his children, * 
so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 
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Second Lesson: Romans 14:1-12 

Lector: A reading from the letter from Paul to the church in Rome.  

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of 
quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak 
eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, 
and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God 
has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of 
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days 
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who 
observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 
honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, 
abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we 
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 
or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived 
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment 
seat of God. For it is written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                   
People:  Thanks be to God                            
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Gradual Hymn No. 516.  “Come down, O love divine”     Down Ampney 

The Holy Gospel: The Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

Officiant: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
  According to Matthew. 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus 
said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, 
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he 
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon 
one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him 
by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down 
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not 
have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 
So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
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Officiant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God 

Please be seated and the instructions of the preacher. 

 

Sermon:  Matt Moser Miller 

Please stand, as you are able.  

The Nicene Creed         

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                         
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.        

Please kneel, as you are able. 
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Prayers of the People – Plenty Good Room 
:Officiant:  Jesus said, “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” 
Trusting in God’s abundance and welcome, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all creation. 

Leader: Gracious God, you have made plenty good room for us in your 
household. Inspire your church to be a place of welcome, generosity, and love. 
We thank you for the resources you have entrusted to us, and we pray for 
wisdom to use them in service of your mission. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of community, you bind us together in relationships of care and 
compassion. Strengthen the bonds within this congregation, and guide us to 
extend hospitality to our neighbors near and far. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of abundance, you invite us to respond with gratitude for all your 
gifts. Bless this stewardship campaign, that our pledges of time, talent, and 
treasure may be faithful signs of our trust in you. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of creation, you have made a world with plenty good room for all 
living things. Teach us to care for the earth and to share its resources with 
justice and joy. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of mercy, your dwelling place has room for all who suffer. Be 
present with those who are sick, lonely, grieving, or in any kind of need 
especially Michael Diemer, Zach Diemer, Ellen Gleason, Gabe Godwin, 
Pamela Henney. Surround them with your healing and your peace. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Leader: God of hope, you prepare a place for us in your eternal home. We 
remember before you those who have died, confident that they now rest in 
your embrace especially Rev Victor E. Zimmerman, George Zivkoff, Margaret 
D. Zivkoff, Mary M. Zivkoff, Peter G. Zivkoff, Dr. Timothy E. Guenther 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Officiant: Loving God, you call us into your abundant life and promise that 
there is plenty good room for all your children. Hear our prayers and accept the 
offerings of our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A moment of silence for reflection follows. 
 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
Please stand, as you are able.  
 
Officiant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                      
People:  And also with you.                                                                                     

Prayers Commemorating Special Occasions 
Announcements 
Offertory Sentence 
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Please kneel, as you are able. 
 
Officiant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say    
                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.                                                               
   
The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People: 
 
 Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 
give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us 
and to all whom you have made. 
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 We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of 
this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. 
 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with 
truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Officiant: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord 
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through 
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Blessing: 
 
 
Please stand, as you are able. 
  
Recessional Hymn No. 410: “Praise my soul, the King of Heaven”  
                                                                                      Lauda anima                                                                       
Officiant:      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:  
 



14 

 

 
 
From the Desk of Father Christopher  

 
 

 
Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church. We continue to read from the section of 
Matthew’s Gospel, 
which deals with God’s forgiveness and our role in extending God’s 
forgiveness to all people. 
Peter asks Jesus how many times he is to forgive someone who wrongs him. 
In a parable, Jesus explains that God’s forgiveness of us lays on us the 
obligations to forgive our 
brothers and sisters unconditionally. 
In Genesis, we have the example of Joseph, who finds it within his person to 
forgive his brothers, 
despite the atrocities they perpetrated on him as a boy. He also provides us 
with an example of 
the way in which unexpected events can work for good in God’s purpose. 
In our final reading from Romans, Paul calls on Christians to refrain from 
judging one another. 
The differences between the ways various ones of us follow Christ are to be 
accepted. Our 
responsibility is to love God and each other. 
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We are a community marked by faith and obedience to God’s Word. Our life 
reflects our 
relationship with God and our relationships with each other. We are to be a 
community marked 
by acceptance of all and by forgiveness. Not a gathering of perfected saints – 
we are, rather, a 
gathering of sinners who have known God’s love and forgiveness and who in 
turn extend that 
love and forgiveness to all people. 
 

 

 

 

 
 Beloved Community 
 
Our parish is a place of belonging — a 

community where each person matters, and each gift is needed.  Together we 
are the Body of Christ. 
 
 

Save the Dates 
 

2nd Annual Oktoberfest 

Saturday, October 3, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Fr. Christopher D. Hofer’s Home 

106 Samaritan Avenue 

Ashland, Ohio 

Please bring a dish to share. 
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St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 4, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Bring your furry friends and be blessed. 

 

The English Mystics: Contemplation, Prayer, and Love 

 Wednesdays in October 2026, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Sponsored by Grace Episcopal Church and Pantry 

and The Inclusive Catholic Church 

Instructors: Archbishop Joseph Richards and Fr. Christopher D. Hofer 

 

Mutual Ministry Review 

Saturday, October 17, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

A joint meeting between the Vestries of St. Matthew’s  

and Grace and the Shared Ministry Council 
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Vestry 
Jenny Blue – Senior Warden   Deb Landin - Junior Warden    

 Joanne Mudra– Clerk   Larry Von Blon – Treasurer                
Betty Diemer, Rita Glaser, Matt Moser Miller,  

 Stephen Myers, Ann Stump, Jason Whitehead  
               

 
Grace Church Prayer List  

Charis Bower, Curtis Carter, Diane Carter, Ron Clinage, Philip Crane, Jeanette Dickerson, 
Michael Diemer, Zach Diemer, Ellen Gleason, Gabe Godwin,  Pamela Henney, Deja-Naya Jones, 

Ron Lemmon, Brenda McGregor, Lavina Messimer,  
Pat Newcomer, Larry Oakley, Carol Palland, Logan Prater, Richard Rohm, Sally Rohm,  

Ned Segelken, Bob Smart, Nancy Smith, Paris Stewart, Jake Tyler, Paige Waeiss, Charlene 
Weishaupt, Doris Williams, Sabrina West, Jim Wilson, Priscilla Wilson 

 

 

 
The Flowers on the Altar 

Are given today by Betty Guenther 
In Honor of my birthday and  

In Memory of Dr. Timothy E. Guenther 
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Serving This Week 

8:00 a.m.  10:00 a.m. 
Acolyte:  Tabitha Reed 
 
Lectors:  Luann Howard Virginia Harmon  
 Joanne Mudra Diane Heaberlin 
 
Altar Guild:  Rita Glaser Barbara Eldridge 
 Holly Carter Virginia Harmon 
  Diane Heaberlin 
   
Counters:   Betty Diemer 
  Joanne Mudra 
   
Officiant:  Jenny Blue – Both Services 
 
Preacher:  Matt Moser Miller – Both Services 

 
 

Greater Grace — Kitchen & Bath Pantry 

First Christian Church and Grace Episcopal are partnering to open a Kitchen 
& Bath Pantry at First Christian to serve Grace Food Pantry clients. Items 
needed (gently used): pots, pans, toasters, crockpots, skillets, dishes, glasses, 
silverware, dish rags, kitchen towels, bath towels, washcloths. Crafters: pot 
holders and dish rags welcome. Volunteers needed. Donate: Drop off at First 
Christian Fellowship Hall (rear, off Dickson Ave) Thursdays, 9–11 AM, 
beginning April 25. Pantry hours: First & third Thursdays, 9–11 AM, beginning 
May 7 (shoppers enter via Bowman St.). From May, donations may be left at 
the Bowman St. door during pantry hours. Questions/volunteer sign-up: 
Deacon Beth Weisbrod, 614.333.9647. 
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This Week at Grace 
Sunday:  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer 
  9:15 a.m. – Christian Formation 
Monday:  Office Closed 
  7:00 p.m. – Faith in Action Team – (Zoom) 
Tuesday: 9:30 a.m. – Yoga 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 
   6:30 p.m. – Vestry Meeting 
Wednesday:   9:00 a.m. – Healing Mass 

10:00 a.m. – Food Truck 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 

11:00 a.m. – Pantry set up 
6:30 p.m. – Choir Practice 

Thursday: 9 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - Food Pantry 
Friday:  Office Closed 
  Noon – Bible Study 
Saturday: 9:30 a.m. – Shared Ministry Preaching Team (Zoom) 

 

Correction Note: 

Please correct your calendars.  A week from Tuesday, September 22nd.  Supper 
Club is at Applebee’s and it is NOT in Ontario but over by 13 and 71. The 
address is 145 Stander Ave. 
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Fr. Christopher Hofer’s On-site Office Hours 

 
Mondays (@ St. Matthews) 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Thursdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
Kindly refrain from contacting Fr. Christopher from 8:00 p.m. on Thursday evening until 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning each week, as this period is designated as his Sabbath time 
of rest. Please also avoid texting or calling between 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. In the event of a 

pastoral emergency, please promptly text or call him at 516.456.9420.  
 

Fr. Christopher D. Hofer, Priest-in-Charge 
419.281.1420 (St. Matthews) - 419.524.2661 (Grace) 

516.456.9420 (Cell) – fatherhofer@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Daniel Orr, Priest Associate and Pantry Director 
419.347.7701 (St. Mark’s, Shelby) – 419.377.2733 (Cell) 

danielorr@zoho.com 
 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under  
ONE LICENSE #A-738300. All rights reserved. 


