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8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer: Rite II 

BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

The Word of God 

Opening Acclamation  Page 3 

The Collect for Purity  Page 3 

Gloria in excelsis  BCP 356 

The Collect of the Day   Page 5 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32 Page 5   

Psalm No.25: 1-8 Page 6 

The Epistle: Philippians 2: 1-13  Page 7 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 21: 23-32 Page 8 

The Sermon:  Jennifer Blue, Senior Warden  Page 9 

The Nicene Creed   Page 9 

The Prayers of the People   Page 9 

The Confession of Sin   Page 11  

The Peace  Page 11 

Prayers Commemorating Special Occasions 

Announcements 

The Lord's Prayer  Page 12 

The General Thanksgiving  Page 12 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  Page 13 

The Blessing  Page 13 

The Dismissal  Page 13 
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10:00 a.m. Morning Prayer: Rite Two  

 
Prelude: 
Ringing of the Church Bell 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
Processional Hymn No. 435 “At the name of Jesus”              King’s Weston 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 
Officiant:   Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People: Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Officiant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Officiant: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you.                                                                                  
Officiant:  Let us pray.           
 
Please kneel as you are able.  
                                   
The Collect (Officiant): O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in 
showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running 
to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 

 Lector: A reading from the book of Ezekiel 

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live, says the Lord 
GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all 
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it 
is only the person who sins that shall die. 

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: 
Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous 
turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for 
it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the 
wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what 
is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall 
surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the 
Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways 
that are unfair? 
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Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and 
live. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                  
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 Psalm 25: 1-8 

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; * 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

3 Show me your ways, O LORD, * 
and teach me your paths. 

4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 

5 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 
for they are from everlasting. 

6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

7 Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 
therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
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8 He guides the humble in doing right * 
and teaches his way to the lowly. 

Second Lesson: Philippians 2:1-13 

Lector: A reading from the book of Philippians  

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be 
in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Lector:  The Word of the Lord.                   
People:  Thanks be to God                            

Gradual Hymn No. 439.  “What wonderous love”             Wonderous Love 
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The Holy Gospel: The Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 

Officiant: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ  
  According to Matthew. 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to 
them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with 
one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did 
you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the 
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority 
I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but 
later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the 
two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him.” 

Officiant: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God 

Please be seated and the instructions of the preacher. 
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Sermon:  Jennifer Blue, Senior Warden 

Please stand, as you are able.  

The Nicene Creed         

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                                                                   

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                         
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.        

Please kneel, as you are able. 

Prayers of the People – Plenty Good Room 
:Officiant:  Jesus said, “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.” 
Trusting in God’s abundance and welcome, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all creation. 
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Leader: Gracious God, you have made plenty good room for us in your 
household. Inspire your church to be a place of welcome, generosity, and love. 
We thank you for the resources you have entrusted to us, and we pray for 
wisdom to use them in service of your mission. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of community, you bind us together in relationships of care and 
compassion. Strengthen the bonds within this congregation, and guide us to 
extend hospitality to our neighbors near and far. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of abundance, you invite us to respond with gratitude for all your 
gifts. Bless this stewardship campaign, that our pledges of time, talent, and 
treasure may be faithful signs of our trust in you. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of creation, you have made a world with plenty good room for all 
living things. Teach us to care for the earth and to share its resources with 
justice and joy. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of mercy, your dwelling place has room for all who suffer. Be 
present with those who are sick, lonely, grieving, or in any kind of need 
especially Carol Palland, Logan Prater, Richard Rohm, Sally Rohm, Ned 
Segelken. Surround them with your healing and your peace. 

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of hope, you prepare a place for us in your eternal home. We 
remember before you those who have died, confident that they now rest in 
your embrace especially Stella F. Ackerman, Henry A. Adams, Nellie S. Adams, 
Everett Albrecht, Newetta R. Albrecht. 
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People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Officiant: Loving God, you call us into your abundant life and promise that 
there is plenty good room for all your children. Hear our prayers and accept the 
offerings of our hearts, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A moment of silence for reflection follows. 
 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
Please stand, as you are able.  
 
Officiant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you.                                      
People:  And also with you.                                                                                     

Prayers Commemorating Special Occasions 
Announcements 
Offertory Sentence 
Offertory Anthem: “Morning has broken”                                    arr. Clarke 
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Please kneel, as you are able. 
 
Officiant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say    
                      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.                                                               
   
The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People: 
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 Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants 
give you humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us 
and to all whom you have made. 
 We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of 
this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. 
 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with 
truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our 
lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by 
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
Officiant: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord 
to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through 
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Blessing: 
Please stand, as you are able. 
  
Recessional Hymn No. 690: “Guide me, O thou great Jehovah”  
                                                                                      Cwm Rhonnda                                                                   
Officiant:      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude:  
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From the Desk of Father Christopher  

 
 

Welcome to Grace Episcopal Church and Pantry.  
 
After Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, several groups who opposed him challenged him. 
Today he is questioned by the official leaders, the chief priests and elders. They 
question his authority but he responds with a question that reveals their own 
weakness. Then in a parable, Jesus warns them that their privileged positions will not 
insure them a place in God’s Kingdom. 
  
In the first reading today, God appeals to the people through the prophet Ezekiel. 
God wishes to save everyone. The matter is in the people’s hands. They may repent 
and be saved or they may refuse and be lost. “I have no pleasure in anyone’s death,” 
says God, “Turn then and live.” 
  
We continue to read from Philippians. Paul encourages his friends to live in unity and 
care for one another. As the example of how they are to live, he quotes what was 
probably an early Christian hymn about Christ’s self-giving love for us. 
  
We gather week by week, a people called into God’s family. God sets no barrier to us 
or to anyone; only we can erect a barrier between God and ourselves. God calls us in 
this holy meal to join in that family of God for whom Christ emptied himself and 
gave up his life for us. We rejoice and join with all creation and every tongue in 
confessing that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
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 Beloved Community 
 
Our parish is a place of belonging — a 

community where each person matters, and each gift is needed.  Together we 
are the Body of Christ. 
 

Save the Dates 
 

2nd Annual Oktoberfest 

Saturday, October 3, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Fr. Christopher D. Hofer’s Home 

106 Samaritan Avenue 

Ashland, Ohio 

Please bring a dish to share. 

 

St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 4, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

Bring your furry friends and be blessed. 

 

Mutual Ministry Review 

Saturday, October 17, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

A joint meeting between the Vestries of St. Matthew’s  

and Grace and the Shared Ministry Council 
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Vestry 

Jenny Blue – Senior Warden   Deb Landin - Junior Warden    
 Joanne Mudra– Clerk   Larry Von Blon – Treasurer                

Betty Diemer, Rita Glaser, Matt Moser Miller,  
 Stephen Myers, Ann Stump, Jason Whitehead  

               

 
Grace Church Prayer List  

Charis Bower, Curtis Carter, Diane Carter, Ron Clinage, Philip Crane, Jeanette Dickerson, 
Michael Diemer, Zach Diemer, Ellen Gleason, Gabe Godwin,  Pamela Henney, Deja-Naya Jones, 

Ron Lemmon, Brenda McGregor, Lavina Messimer,  
Pat Newcomer, Larry Oakley, Carol Palland, Logan Prater, Richard Rohm, Sally Rohm,  

Ned Segelken, Bob Smart, Nancy Smith, Paris Stewart, Jake Tyler, Paige Waeiss, Charlene 
Weishaupt, Doris Williams, Sabrina West, Jim Wilson, Priscilla Wilson 

 

 

 
The Flowers on the Altar 

Are given today by Dennis Ransom 
In Honor of Margaret’s Birthday 
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Serving This Week 

8:00 a.m.  10:00 a.m. 
Acolyte:  Tabitha Reed 
 
Lectors:  Linda Schumacher Marid Gagich  
 Terri Winnick Carol Loveless 
 
Altar Guild:  Rita Glaser Karen Davis 
 Holly Carter Carol Burton 
   
Counters:   Deb Landin 
  Jason Whitehead 
   
Officiant:  Rita Glaser – Both Services 
 
Preacher:  Jennifer Blue – Both Services 

 
Greater Grace — Kitchen & Bath Pantry 

First Christian Church and Grace Episcopal are partnering a Kitchen & Bath 
Pantry at First Christian to serve Grace Food Pantry clients. Items needed 
(gently used): pots, pans, toasters, crockpots, skillets, dishes, glasses, silverware, 
dish rags, kitchen towels, bath towels, washcloths. Crafters: pot holders and 
dish rags welcome. Volunteers needed. Donate: Drop off at First Christian 
Fellowship Hall (rear, off Dickson Ave) Thursdays, 9–11 AM,  Pantry hours: 
First & third Thursdays, 9–11 AM, (shoppers enter via Bowman St.). 
Donations may be left at the Bowman St. door during pantry hours. 
Questions/volunteer sign-up: Deacon Beth Weisbrod, 614.333.9647. 
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NOTE! 

We are asking that all gently used sheets, blankets, comforters and towels be 
washed and then dried in a dryer under high heat.  If possible put a note saying 
“washed and then dried under high heat” It’s a way to prevent any critters from 
getting in.  Thanks, Beth 

 
 
 
 

This Week at Grace 
 

Sunday:  8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer 
  9:15 a.m. – Christian Formation 
Monday:  Office Closed 
Tuesday: 9:30 a.m. – Yoga 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 
Wednesday:   9:00 a.m. – Healing Mass 

10:00 a.m. – Food Truck 
  10:00 a.m. – AA 

11:00 a.m. – Pantry set up 
6:30 p.m. – Choir Practice 

Thursday: 9 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. - Food Pantry 
Friday:  Office Closed 
  Noon – Bible Study 
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Fr. Christopher Hofer’s On-site Office Hours 

 
Mondays (@ St. Matthews) 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Tuesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Thursdays (@ Grace, Mansfield) 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
Kindly refrain from contacting Fr. Christopher from 8:00 p.m. on Thursday evening until 

10:00 a.m. on Saturday morning each week, as this period is designated as his Sabbath time 
of rest. Please also avoid texting or calling between 8:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. In the event of a 

pastoral emergency, please promptly text or call him at 516.456.9420.  
 

Fr. Christopher D. Hofer, Priest-in-Charge 
419.281.1420 (St. Matthews) - 419.524.2661 (Grace) 

516.456.9420 (Cell) – fatherhofer@gmail.com 
 

The Rev. Daniel Orr, Priest Associate and Pantry Director 
419.347.7701 (St. Mark’s, Shelby) – 419.377.2733 (Cell) 

danielorr@zoho.com 
 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under  
ONE LICENSE #A-738300. All rights reserved. 


