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    Along the Way . . . 

 

     The Dog Days of Summer: 

Finding Grace in Change 
        The dog days of summer are upon us. I find myself seeking refuge under the 

sprawling branches of the huge maple tree in my backyard, desperately attempting to 

cool off. When that fails, I lock myself in my air-conditioned office, only to emerge when 

absolutely necessary — dripping buckets the moment I step into the heat wave outside, 

making a beeline for the next air-conditioned sanctuary. 

But here's the comforting truth about these sweltering dog days: they are fleeting. 

Even now, though we may not notice it at first, the sunlight is slowly being 

replaced with darkness. The days are imperceptibly growing shorter. Soon, almost 

unnoticeable at first, the trees will start their magnificent transformation, trading green 

for gold, amber, and crimson. The hot, humid nights of summer will give way to cool, 

crisp, sweatshirt weather temperatures. Whether we love winter, spring, summer, or fall, 

we only have to wait—things will change. 

This is the rhythm of creation; the pattern God wove into the fabric of our world. 

Whether we like it or not, from the moment we are born until the moment we die, 

our bodies are continually going through change—transformation—growing and 

learning. When I look back at 20-year-old Christopher, I remember thinking people in 
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their fifties were *so old*. And now, all of a sudden, I look in the mirror and see a 55-

year-old staring back at me. There are so many changes it's hard to keep track of them 

all: physical, emotional, spiritual, and vocational. Combined with life's many other 

stressors, it can all seem like too much. We wonder how we can possibly go on. 

It's in these moments—when change feels overwhelming rather than welcome, 

when transformation feels more like loss than growth—that we need to remember 

Jesus' promise: "I am with you always, to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20). 

Jesus himself understood change and transformation. He experienced the full 

arc of human life, from infancy to adulthood. He knew the weariness of walking dusty 

roads in the heat. He understood loss, grief, and the weight of impossible situations. 

And in his resurrection, he showed us that even the most devastating changes—even 

death itself—are not the end of the story. 

When we face difficult seasons, when change feels like too much to bear, Christ 

meets us there. In the Garden of Gethsemane, he prayed for his cup of suffering to 

pass—yet he also found the strength to say, "Not my will, but yours be done." He shows 

us that it's okay to struggle with change, to grieve what we're losing, while still trusting 

that God walks with us through every transition. 

The beauty of our faith is that we never face change alone. We have a God who 

is both unchanging and intimately involved in our transformation. We have a 

community—this church, this pantry, these beloved people—who walk alongside one 

another through every season. 

I know change is coming, and I might not always like it. However, these hot, 

humid days will soon give way to my favorite season of the year—hoodie weather. For 

once, change is a relief instead of a burden. And perhaps that's the gentle reminder 

God offers us through the turning seasons: not all change is loss. Sometimes, change is 

grace. Sometimes, transformation is exactly what we need. 

May we trust the God of all seasons to walk with us through every change. 

 

                Peace and Blessings,  

                Fr. Christopher D. Hofer, Priest-in-Charge  

 

Vestry News 

Keeping Our House in Order 
Although there was no official Vestry meeting in July, your church leadership was 

still hard at work behind the scenes, taking swift action to care for our historic building. 

If you have looked up during service recently, you may have noticed some water 

damage on the sanctuary walls. While it’s certainly unsightly and will be costly to fix, 



 

 

4  

  

maintaining our beautiful space is simply part of the cost of doing the work of the church 

here in the city. 

Before we can make the inside beautiful again, we have to tackle the root of the 

problem: the roof. Ironically, the leak is coming from the only section of our roof that is 

older than two decades old! 

 

Swift Action and Funding 

 

To address this urgently, the Vestry held an electronic vote and unanimously 

approved $10,000 to cover the actual cost of the roof repair. To fund this project, the 

Vestry also approved transferring $10,000 from our Joint Investment Fund (JIF)—our 

endowment held with the Diocese of Ohio. 

 

What Comes Next? 

 

• Step 1: Roof repair work will begin as soon as possible to stop the leak. 

• Step 2: We will allow the plaster walls inside the sanctuary time to completely dry 

out. 

• Step 3: The Vestry will gather quotes to repair and repaint the interior water 

damage. 

 

We appreciate your patience and understanding as we navigate these necessary 

repairs to keep Grace Episcopal safe, dry, and welcoming for all. 

 

Growing in Grace: A Look Back and a 

Look Ahead at Christian Formation 
 
Celebrating Our Sunday Success! 

 
There is a wonderful energy buzzing in our parish hall every Sunday morning! 

Our Sunday Christian Formation program, nestled right between the 8:00 a.m. and 

10:00 a.m. services, has been a resounding success. It has truly become a cornerstone 

of our community's weekly rhythm, offering a space for deep reflection, learning, and 

fellowship.  

This vibrant program wouldn't be possible without the dedication of many hands. 

A massive thank you goes out to our incredible teachers: Fr. Christopher Hofer, 

Amanda Dove, Matthew Moser Miller, and Jennifer Blue. Their insight, preparation, 

and passion for scripture and tradition have enriched us all. 
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We also want to extend our deepest gratitude to the faithful who attend week in 

and week out, bringing your thoughtful questions and open hearts. And of course, a 

special shoutout to everyone who keeps us fueled by generously providing delicious 

snacks for our community and guests to enjoy! 

Haven't been in a while? If you haven’t attended Christian Formation for some 

time, consider pulling up a chair and joining us. There is always something new to 

discover, and you will undoubtedly learn a lot. 

 

Shaping the Future: What Do You Want to Learn? 

 

As we look toward the upcoming fall programmatic year, we want to ensure our 

curriculum reflects the curiosity, needs, and spiritual desires of our parish. To do 

that, we need your input! 

What topics are calling to you? We welcome any and all suggestions, including: 

• Specific Themes (e.g., social justice, prayer practices, church history) 

• A Particular Book of the Bible or a spiritual classic 

• An Author whose theology or writing you want to dive into 

• A Historic Era of the Church 

Please spend some time in prayer and reflection over the next few weeks about 

what would help you grow closer to God this fall. 

How to submit your ideas: Please get your suggestions to Fr. Christopher by 

August 15. You can chat with him after a service or send him an email. We can't wait to 

see where the Holy Spirit leads our learning next! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Friday noon Bible study is on vacation through August. Each session blends 

Scripture, discussion, and gentle reflection every Friday at 12:00 p.m. in the Sipes 

Fellowship Hall, or you can join us via Zoom.  
Questions? Contact Jenny Blue at 419-612-6813.  
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Hospitality 

The long green season is where faith matures. Just
 

as plants deepen their roots 

and stretch toward the sun, so too, do we grow when we practice steady generosity,
 

gratitude, and hospitality. By tending the ordinary with extraordinary love, we join the 

spirit in making plenty good
 

room for all. Hospitality is at the heart of Plenty Good
 

Room. We open our doors, our hearts, and our tables—trusting that in welcoming 

others, we welcome Christ. 

TENS Season of Creation Reflection 

Selection by the Shared Ministry Stewardship Team of 

St. Matthew’s Ashland and Grace Mansfield 

 

Have you noticed, there is an incentive in our year-long stewardship messaging! 

 

Midweek Mending  

Our Healing Mass (Midweek Mending) is 

celebrated in the Chapel at 9:00  

a.m. each Wednesday, concluding by 9:45 a.m. Please 

arrive a few minutes early if you can.    

Each Wednesday we will gather for the prayers 

and lessons appointed for the day, hear a brief homily, 

and celebrate the Holy Eucharist. There will be opportunity for the laying on of hands 

and anointing with holy oil for healing of mind, body, and spirit. Fr. Christopher, 

Priest‑in‑Charge, and Fr. Daniel, Priest Associate, will lead the service and offer 

pastoral prayer and care.  

The service is timed to finish before Food Pantry setup but is open to 

everyone— parishioners, pantry volunteers and guests, neighbors, coworkers, those on 

the margins, the sick and suffering, people struggling with addiction, the lonely, and 

anyone who wishes to pray.  
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2nd Tuesday of the Month  noon  

August  

 

      Lyn-Way Restaurant, 

1320 Cleveland Ave. Ashland 

 

 RSVP by April 12 by noon
 
to 419-651-9789  

and please include your name  

  

  

  

  

  

 4th Tuesday of the Month  

 4:30 p.m.  

August 

 O’Charley’s 

   1335 N. Lex-Springmill Rd., Ontario 

   

  

  

  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS  

   

                  2 Jack Welsh 

          5 Julie Kilgore 

 6 Bradlee Saterfield  

               9 Linda Bender 

        11 Taylor Bender

 12 Missy Dauterman 

18 Karen Davis 

            21 Richard Rohm 

          24 Mark Taylor

  25 Phil Duckworth                                                            

Jenny Blue 

26 Janice Beddard 

 

August Anniversaries 

        1   John & Cathy Evans 
9 Ted & Heidi Sazdanoff 

                    18 James & Cynthia Mudra 

                   27 Fr. David & Peggy Sipes 
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Greater Grace 

Putting our Faith in Action in A New Way  

 

Kitchen & Bath Pantry 

 

Please drop off gently 

used small appliances, 

towels, pots, and pans, 

along with any sample-

size hand soap and 

toothpaste, etc. to the 

church office. 

 

Do not drop off in the 

food pantry. We will 

make sure it gets to the 

Kitchen & Bath Pantry. 

 

Every item is 

appreciated! 

 

Should you have any 

questions, please feel 

free to give me a call at 

614-3339647.  

 

Blessings,  

Deacon Beth  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

This year, we have a place to plug in crockpots. Also, 

wear your Greater Grace t-shirt, if you have one.  
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Johnny happened to mention as we came to the end of the pantry circuit, that 

his daughter was in Culinary School. I think Johnny is regular, but I've never had a 

conversation with him. And he is not talkative. There are surprising things in the lives 

of those all around us.  

I never would have guessed that one of our younger patrons has a feeding 

tube, or that we have a birth doula, or that one of our foster dad's daughters won the 

STATE 4x100 relay! Two of our women gave birth recently, the two guys who keep 

telling us, "love you guys." Jamie, ALWAYS smiling, in his wheelchair is a constant 

joy. I just learned from a shepherd that Jamie is saving money to buy a house, 

because he knows that when he gets older, he will need a lift.  

God gives us each other as gift, but if we never unwrap a gift, we miss out!  

Many of our volunteers struggle in the heat and humidity, but I am so grateful 

when I see them shepherding others through the line, and asking more than just, 

"would you like green beans." We have each other as gifts. Let's unlock and unwrap. 

Even in, and especially in, challenging circumstances let’s remember to go beyond 

our agenda with our curiosity. 

 

Love you guys! 

Daniel 

 

Luggage Carts! 

 

We need your help!  If you have any of these luggage 

carts or would like to buy one to donate to our Food 

Pantry please bring them to the Church. We use these 

carts for people to carry their food home. 
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Grace Church Ministry/  

Organizational Tree  

   
Vestry  

   
Jenny Blue – Senior Warden  
 Deb Landin – Junior Warden  

Joanne Mudra – Secretary  
Larry Von Blon – Treasurer    

   
Betty Diemer  
Rita Glasser  

Matt Moser Miller  
Joanne Mudra  
Stephen Myers  

Anne Stump  
Jason Whitehead  

   
Staff  

   
Pam Armstrong, Church Administrator, gracechurch41@yahoo.com  

Lori Turner, Director of Music  
Thomas Palmer, Organist  

Michael Blue, Sexton  
Tom Dornbusch, Social Media Coordinator  

  

 

Bishop Anne Jolly visited St. Matthew’s to celebrate two 

baptisms and seven confirmation/receptions on July 12. 

Welcome everyone! 


